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REPORT by OPW Architects

The Irish Pavilion reflects the duality of the Irish experience and 
the interaction between urban and rural life, expanding on the 
Expo 2010 theme of “Better City, Better Life”. The Pavilion is 
a series of semi-translucent glazed volumes, suspended over 
a base of grass mounds, and evokes the relationship between 
urban and rural, man-made and natural, building and landscape. 
The main grass mound forms the roof of the exhibition galleries 
and mirrors the point that much of what we consider to be 
natural in our Irish landscape is in fact man-made or influenced 
by man.
In contrast to the closed black box principle, the interior is lit 
by diffused light and the façades are punctuated by four large 
gable windows at the four corners of the Pavilion. This creates 
a relationship between inside and outside and allows interaction 
between the exhibition, the visitor, and the Expo plaza and 
buildings. Visitors can rest and sit in these areas and watch the 
movement on the plaza and conversely the public moving along 
the plaza can see and interact with the exhibition and visitors 
inside.

The circulation is gently ramped and rises externally on the 
grassed mound from ground level on the Expo plaza to the main 
entrance space at first floor level. Internally it ramps from the 
entrance through a series of exhibition spaces to the second 
floor level and back in a reverse spiral to the exit. The central 
stepped courtyard doubles up as a rest space for the public and 
as a performance space.

A VIP lounge, located at the highest level, opens onto the 
landscaped roofs. Offices for the Pavilion Director and his staff, 
seminar/ temporary exhibition space and plant areas are located 
beneath the exhibition spaces at plinth level. The  seminar space 
houses temporary exhibitions, has full audio visual facilities and 
seating for 80 , and connectivity for  seminars to occur between 
Shanghai and Dublin. The Pavilion is air conditioned with 
continuous grilles at floor and ceiling junctions with the façade.
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Facades , Soffits and Stairs:   
The facades, soffits and parapets consist of a sandwich  of 
multiple layers of glass and polycarbonate,  in a 1 metre module. 
This creates varying levels of reflection, translucency  and 
opaqueness and the façade is constantly changing throughout 
the day , depending upon the direction of the sunlight. 
Additional layers of film, black out blinds, fabric hanging are 
applied to modify the internal light levels.

The façade is easily modified due to this principle of layering.
Basic requirements such as insulation and fire  proofing are 
achieved in the glass and polycarbonate layers. The outer and 
inner layers are single glazed allowing the detailing to be simple , 
minimal  and continuous. LED lighting   is located at the base of 
the facades, in the soffits and at the inner sides of the parapet 
coping and is  programmed to change slowly though a limited 
palate of colours. The opal polycarbonate acts as a diffuser for 
the LED lighting.

The cantilevered soffits and stair enclosures  are  clad in the 
same multilayered system  to emphasise the sculptural effect 
of the cubic forms which can vary from a solid mirrored surface  
to  an ephemeral translucent volume. The ramps are detailed 
with a larger open joint on one side. A line of LED programmable 
lighting along this joint provides external  lighting at night and 
integrates with the façade lighting. LED lighting is similarly 
detailed into  the perimeter and steps of the courtyard.

Landscaping / External Lighting:
 An irrigated  cellular system  is used with Bermuda grass on the 
mounds and courtyard  and sedum on the roof areas.All paving 
is Chinese open jointed  granite, suspended on a raised system 
to allow water to drain beneath the pavement during the rainy 
season.

Exhibition
Following the urban rural theme, successive exhibition galleries  
present the climate, landscape, settlement patterns, people, 
lifestyle, urbanism, architecture, art, literature, economy and 
produce of Ireland in the context of a small but surprisingly 
varied and beautiful island  and of a cultural continuity that goes 
back to the Stone Age. These threads are woven together in the 
climactic ‘Celtic Dreams’ immersive audiovisual gallery.

The exhibition leaves the messages that: Ireland presents 
Chinese visitors with a fascinating blend of history, scenery and 
culture; Ireland is the World’s most open economy exporting 
high technology, food, fashion, music and culture; 
and that Ireland offers China an eager English speaking business 
and educational partner within Europe.
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